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Essays will be evaluated using the following 100-point rubric:

Judging Criteria Points
Understanding of Dr. King’s Work 25
Critical Thinking and Original Perspective 30
Connections to Issues Today 25
Supporting Examples and Evidence 10
Organization and Clarity 10
TOTAL 100

Judges are looking for thoughtful, original essays that demonstrate an understanding of Dr.
King’s work and its relevance today. Students are encouraged to develop their own
perspectives, supported by reasoning and examples. There is no single correct viewpoint.



